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MEET OUR NEWEST MELVIN JONES FELLOWS! 
 
 ñIt came as a complete surprise 
and I am honored that the 
Falmouth Lions Club has given 
me this award. 
 
I joined the Falmouth club in 
1970. Charlie Harriman was my 
sponsor. In 1970 the club had 85 
members and a waiting list to get 
in. The major fundraisers were a 
Variety Show in the winter and an 
Auction in June. 
(Lion Gregg Silloway (left) 
accepts Melvin Jones plaque 
from King Lion Don Grover.) 

 
 
ñAt each event chances were sold for a major item to be drawn. One year it was 
a new car! Frank Olsen and Bob Fuller were always duking it out to see who 
could raise the most money. As best I can remember I've helped in every 
auction since joining the club and was Co Chairman for one auction. Also have 
been a Lion Tamer and a director. 
 

Some of the projects I've helped with are play ground building, house painting, 
firewood preparation, and sorting bottles. In 1998, after an operation for 
prostrate cancer I retired from work. We moved from Falmouth to Rangeley 
Plantation in 2002 and became a member at large. 

 
I am indebted to the club for 11 years of sponsorship in the Trek Across Maine. 
The Trek is a 3-day, 180-mile bicycle ride from Sunday River Ski Area to Belfast, 
Maine for The Maine Lung Association. Last year the Trek raised 1.6 million 
dollars. I wish to thank the Falmouth Lions Club for the Melvin Jones Fellowshipò 
(Lion Gregg Silloway) 



   

  
ñMy career in education started in 
Massachusetts as an art therapist at 
Danvers State Hospital then I moved 
on to public education with a year 
spent teaching High School in 
Australia. When I moved back to the 
USA I taught for 6 years at 
Marblehead Jr. High in MA. 
 
 My husband and I moved to Falmouth 
Maine in 1977 and after my 2 sons 
were in school full time I spent the next 
23 years teaching in the Falmouth 
School Department.  
 

 
 
Dotty Blanchette accepts Melvin Jones Award from King Lion Don Grover. 
 
 I have been interested in community service for as long as I can remember- 
served as a "big sister", have been and continue to be an advocate for troubled 
students, served on the board of Habitat for Humanity for a good number of 
years, served on a panel help evaluate the Maine Juvenile justice system, started 
"Kids Who Care" at Plummer-Motz, spear-headed the fundraising and 
construction of an accessible playground and for several years volunteered on 
the MS Annual Bike Ride.  Currently in addition to advocating for a student from 
a troubled home I serve on the Board of Directors for a grassroots mission for a 
poor village in Nicaragua, Assist Jiquilillo, run by a young woman from 
Cumberland, act as a liaison and mentor for refugees and other 
marginalized people in Portland and I am co-manager of the Falmouth Food 
Pantry.   
 
All of my volunteer work is assisted with many kind and generous people from 
Falmouth and most of all the wonderful support of the members of the Falmouth 
Lions Club.ò (Dotty Blanchette) 
 
The Melvin Jones Fellowship Program was established in 1973 in honor of 
Melvin Jones, the founder of Lions Clubs International. Melvin Jones Fellowships 
are given to individuals in recognition of unrestricted donations of 

US$1,000 to Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF). The MJF program is 
a prestigious way to show commitment to the work of LCIF. This 
recognition is a symbol of dedication to humanitarian service and, for 
many; their fellowship pin is a source of great pride.  
 



 
Falmouth Lions Club Christmas Party, December 19, 2009    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you, Lion Frank and Mary, 

for your hospitality!     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


