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Since 1981, Good Shepherd Food-Bank 
has worked diligently to establish 
essential partnerships with many others 
concerned about ending needless hunger 
here in Maine.   
 
The loss of power at the Good Shepherd 

Food Bank in Auburn would be a catastrophic blow to the more than 600 
partnering food pantries, soup kitchens and homeless shelters. This vulnerability 
has become even more pronounced in the face of the increased food needs in 
the current severe economic downturn, especially during the long Maine winters 
when the weather poses the greatest threat to our electrical power supply. 
 
One of the Good Shepherd Food Bankôs highest priorities is to find the funds for 
the purchase of an emergency back-up generator that will keep the power on at 
the main warehouse in Auburn and its large freezer and refrigeration facilities. 
The potential loss of tens of thousands of pounds of food targeted for feeding 
needy families in Maine represents an unthinkable crisis. 
 
The proposal to provide the generator was first presented to the Maine Lions 
District Advisory Committee for consideration. With their endorsement, it was 
then presented to the District membership at the Cabinet Conference on 
September 20. The District unanimously approved the project.  
 
Maine Lions District 41 is asking all Lions clubs in the State to help raise the 
$151,000 to purchase the 500 KV back-up generator. Our District will apply for 
an LCIF grant for $75,000. The District has pledged $5,000, leaving a balance of 
$71,000 to be pledged or donated by the Lions Clubs of Maine.  
 
District Governor Roger Blackstone has called upon the Maine Lions to 
contribute $4,200 per Zone. With five clubs in our Zone, Falmouthôs share is 
$850.00. At the clubôs Board Meeting on October 1, the Board approved this 
amount. 

 

 



The Maine Red Claws are a basketball team of the NBA 
Development League affiliated with the Boston Celtics and 
the Charlotte Bobcats.[1] On February 25, 2009, the NBADL 
awarded the city of Portland, Maine with an expansion 
franchise.[2] The team will begin playing in the 2009ï2010 
season. The team's home court is the Portland Expo 
Building.  

The team is owned by Maine Basketball, LLC, which is chaired 
by William Ryan, Jr., owner of Oxford Plains Speedway and Jon 
Jennings, former Celtics assistant coach who serves as president 
and general manager. Jennings was guest speaker at our 
September 24 meeting. 

Austin Ainge is named head coach of Portland's D League 
basketball team, the Red Claws, at a press conference at the 

team's office. Team president Jon Jennings is at left. 

Jon Jennings is a partner in Maine Basketball, LLC and is the president and 
general manager of the team. Most recently, Jennings worked in the United 
States Senate and held several senior positions in government in Washington, 
DC. Jennings worked at the U.S. Department of Justice where he served as the 
Acting Assistant Attorney General and Principal Deputy Attorney General for the 
Office of Legislative Affairs from April 1999 to June 2000. 

Prior to his position at the Justice Department, Jennings served as Senior 
Assistant to the Cabinet Secretary and Director of Policy Coordination at the 
White House from 1998-1999, and held a position as a White House Fellow in 
the Office of Cabinet Affairs from 1997-1998.  

Before moving to Washington, DC, Jennings was an assistant coach and 
scouting coordinator for the Boston Celtics coaching the likes of Larry Bird, Kevin 
McHale, Robert Parish, and Reggie Lewis. He worked for the team in several 
different capacities for over a decade including as scout/video-coordinator for the 
1986 World Champion Celtics. He also served as an assistant coach in the 1991 
NBA All Star game in Charlotte, NC. 

Jennings began his basketball career as a student assistant to Indiana University 
coach, Bob Knight and began his NBA career as a scout and video coordinator 
for the Indiana Pacers. Jennings attended Indiana University (Bloomington) and 
Harvard University receiving his masters in public administration. In 2001, he was 
named the Joseph Martin, Jr. Scholar at Stonehill College in Easton, MA where 
he taught courses on the American Presidency.  

Lion Linda McKinney has purchased two season tickets for the Red Claws 
opening season. She has generously donated two tickets to a home game 
to the Falmouth Lions Club to use for a fundraising raffle.  
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Falmouth Lions Observe White Cane Day 

October is White Cane month and itôs time once again for the Lions 
Clubs in Maine to conduct their annual White Cane Fundraising       
Events.   

  
 The Falmouth club will hold our second White Cane Day at Shawôs in 
Falmouth on Saturday, October 24.  A White Cane Day was held at Wal-Mart 
in Falmouth on October 18.  Volunteers are needed to participate in soliciting 
funds. There will be two shifts on each day; one from 9 a.m. to noon; and the 
second from noon to 3 p.m. The Board of Directors has agreed to match the 
funds collected in both locations. Lion Aaron Tufts is chairman of this project. 
Please contact him (atufts1@maine.rr.com; or 775-7290) if you would like to 
participate in the annual fundraiser to help Maineôs blind and visually impaired. 
 


